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cuvironmental epidemiology and disease surveillance, and [ am very familiar with the data
available from the National Cancer Institute and other cancer resources. 1 am cusrently Professor
of Public Health a1 B.UJ. and Adjunct Professor at the University of Massachusetts — Lowell.

his report describes the statistical methods and results of the analysis of cancer incidence in
Beverly Hills High School graduaics during the period 1975-2001, focusing specifically on
llodgkin's Disease, thyroid cancer and testicular ¢ancer. The basic comparison was between the
cases denufied among the BHHS graduates to tihe number that would have been expected if the
cumesponding age and period-specific rates in the National Cancer Institute’s Surveillance,
Uprderniology and End Results (SEER) program had applied. The summary tables for each type
1 give the observed and expected cases for cach type of cancer, the Standardized Incidence
Rutio (5IR), which 1s the ratio of the observed and expected cases multiplied by 100, and the
apper and lower 95% confidence intervals for each SIR. The confidence intervals were
vilculated according to the method described by Breslow & Day (1987).

I'he wterpretation of the SIR is the excess (ur deficit) of cancer in the BHHS graduates compared
« the numbers of cases that would have been expecied if national rates had applied. The
confidence interval is a measure of the precision of the SIR cstimate; if the Lower CI is above
100, this means that the SIR for that time penod and cancer is statistically significantly elevated.
It the Lower Cl is below 100, this meuns that chance cannot be excluded as the reason for the
resule ar the usual significance level of p<.05.

HODGKIN'S DISEASE

Mcthodology:

tses are students who graduated from BHHS between 1975-1999. All cases have a pathology report
sonfinning their disgnosis and the date of diagnosis. Cases were not included who: were diagnosed while
N sehoul (2), were diagnosed after 2001 (4), and did not graduate from BHHS (3). There were 30 total
-anes (extrapolated theough 2001, the last year for which SEER cuncer data is available).




